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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
December 10, 2015  

  
 VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.    Alan Ha 

 CITY OF CUPERTINO        Alex Wykoff  

 CITY OF GILROY            Tony Eulo          

 CITY OF LOS ALTOS          Chris Lamm  

CITY OF MILPITAS            Elizabeth Koo  

 CITY OF MORGAN HILL          Tony Eulo  

 CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW         Lori Topley  

 CITY OF PALO ALTO          Matthew Krupp    

 CITY OF SAN JOSE            Anna Szabo 

 CITY OF SANTA CLARA          Dave Staub  

 CITY OF SUNNYVALE          Mark Bowers  

CLARA MATEO        Michael Gross  

CLARA MATEO        Julie Muir 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH      Stan Chau 

COUNTY RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION   Rob D’Arcy  

 COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA      Wendy Fong           

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY        Bruce Olszewski  

 SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP     Lou Ramondetta 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 
 ACTERRA                

CITY OF CAMPBELL    

 CITY OF MONTE SERENO   

 CITY OF SARATOGA   

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS     

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT   

SIERRA CLUB                   

  TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS           

 TOWN OF LOS GATOS     

                     

  OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE  
Gil Cheso     Republic Services 
Clifton Chew    SCC RWRD 
Teresa Curiel    City of San Jose 
Karen Gissibl    City of Sunnyvale 
Scott Gold     West Valley Cities 
Tammy Green    SCC RWRD 
Karin Hickey    City of Santa Clara 
Sandra Jensen    City of Sunnyvale 
Mary Lindemuth    City of Sunnyvale 
Rick Mauck    Self 
Lisa Rose     SCC RWRD 
Ramesh Srinivasan   Eco-Catalyst 
Cole Smith    UCCE 
Alyssa Rice-Wilson   SJCC 
Joanne Yee    SCC FAF 

  
1. Call to Order  

Anna Szabo, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m.  A quorum of 19 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves. 

2. Approval of Minutes                                           

Mark Bowers had a correction to the November 12, 2015 draft minutes, there was a formatting error for 
section 5. Lori Topley made a motion to approve the amended November 12, 2015 minutes. The motion 
was seconded and all present voted to approve the minutes. Anna Szabo, Stan Chau and those not 
present at the October 15, 2015 TAC meeting abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  

There were no public presentations.  
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4. Election of Officers 

Anna Szabo said the TAC packet had a slate of officer nominations. There was some last minute 
shuffling, which resulted in Tony Eulo nominated for Chair for 2016 and Lori Topley as Vice-Chair.  
Sandy Jensen removed her name from the PubEd nomination leaving only Karin Hickey. Matthew 
Krupp made a motion to approve the revised slate of officers. The motion was seconded and all present 
voted to approve. 

5. Update on Biomass 

Michael Gross wanted to correct his statement from last month’s presentation in that there have been 
two additional facilities that have closed which bring the number of operating biomass power plants 
down to 20. The biomass industry itself hasn’t done a lot and is waiting for the Governor and PUC to do 
something. There has been no legislative action at this time. He said if this continues, that by the end of 
2016, there will only be about three companies operating seven plants in the state accepting biomass. 
Michael said he had to raise rates by 50% starting in January. A question was asked about what the next 
steps should be. Michael responded that the biomass industry members need to make clear decisions 
about their goals. 

6. C&D Ordinances 

Teresa Curiel said the City of San Jose has been trying to develop a regional approach to C&D facility 
certification. A few years ago there was an attempt with the following counties: San Mateo, Alameda, 
and Central Contra Costa; and the following cities: San Francisco, Sunnyvale and Sonoma. There was a 
meeting in November to assess interest in a regional system where the next step is to issue an RFP in 
March/April for a third party to certify C&D facilities.   

Michael Gross wanted to remind TAC members that 30% of the waste stream is C&D. All the recycling 
markets are depressed. He wanted all the recycling rates and the paperwork to be the same in the region 
in order to have a level playing field.   

The vision is to have the facility pay for the certification and have the report submitted to the third 
party. There is no request for funding, just asking jurisdictions to help align the information so that it 
will meet everyone’s needs. Any actions will need to include the building departments. 

7. Ad Hoc Subcommittee review and formation 

A. Food Rescue – Tony Eulo made a motion to disband the ad hoc food rescue subcommittee and form 
two new ad hoc subcommittees:  Ad Hoc Food Rescue Forum Subcommittee and Ad Hoc Food 
Rescue Staffing Services Subcommittee. The motion was seconded and all present voted to 
approve. 

B. Zero Waste – Mark Bowers made a motion to disband the subcommittee. The motion was seconded 
and all present voted to approve.  

8. RWRC Update  

Lisa Rose said the meeting is next Wednesday. The agenda includes: selection of NGOs from a large 
slate; approval of the budget and workplan; CPSC contribution; update on food rescue; and the calendar 
for the coming year. 

9. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs  
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A. Disposal Reporting System – in report. Continue to go after debt. 
B. Other – Rob D’Arcy said there was a request for a joint TAC meeting from Santa Cruz County, the 

item will be agendized for the next TAC meeting.  There were 27 applicants for Rob’s position, of 
which eight will be interviewed. 
 

10. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs   

A.  Eco-Gardener – Karin Hickey said there was an issue with posting of videos that could be 
interpreted as promoting a specific product. County counsel requested that Eco-Gardener take one 
video down and wants to review all videos prior to posting from now on. There are fliers and 
FAQ sheets available for jurisdictions to use and Karin will have Clif route them to TAC. Karin 
also asked that people update the events calendar. 

B.  Enforcement – Did not meet.    

C. Household Hazardous Waste – Alex Wykoff said the subcommittee discussed a strategic outreach 
campaign.  The decision was to develop a digital program and they hope to bring something back in 
the summer of 2016. He also wanted to note that the cost per car has been at its lowest, in part due 
to: retail take back programs; high participation rates; and a lease payment that didn’t have to be 
made.  He also thanked Rob for his leadership and guidance, especially with regard to 
pharmaceuticals. 

D. Legislation – No update. 

E. Operations – Did not meet. 

F. Public Education – Sandy Jensen said they are discussing future calendar events and programs 
including citywide garage sales and food scrap collection programs. She also said she enjoyed 
serving as Chair of the subcommittee and is happy that Karin Hickey will be stepping in as Chair for 
2016. 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Did not meet.  

H. Ad Hoc Food Rescue – Karen Gissibl said the group has already split into two groups. The Forum is 
scheduled for March 24, 2016 and more information will be forthcoming. The Staffing Services 
Subcommittee is developing a RFP and hoping to release it this month. 

I. Ad Hoc Zero Waste – Did not meet. 

11. Program Update  

A. Green Business Program – in the report. 

B. Composting Education Program – no report. A question was raised about bin sales and Cole 
responded that they are trying to establish a purchase system similar to the previous method (with 
three to five bins available at class locations or drop ship).   

C. Recycling Hotline – no report. 

12. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers  

13. Informational Updates and Announcements  

Bruce Olszewski said they are recruiting new students during the winter break.  

Anna Szabo announced that the City of San Jose is hiring two interns and that both undergraduate and 
graduate students can apply. 
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Alan Ha said CRRA put out a call for papers. Julie Muir commented that this is CRRA’s 40th 
conference.  The focus this year will be on politics. 

 Karen Gissibl said she hired one of Bruce’s students.   

Michael Gross said C&D World is coming to San Jose May 1-3. 

Joanne Yee said the Zero Waste Youth Convergence is taking place March 26 in San Francisco. There is 
a transportation subcommittee trying to get more South Bay and Southern California youth to attend. 

Cole Smith said they have received 35 applicants for the Master Composter Class, of which 34 have 
qualified and will be finishing the secondary interview this week. There is federal legislation, HB4184 
(Food Recovery Act), looking at diverting food waste. 

Matthew Krupp thanked Bruce for introducing him to a San Jose State professor who is having a class 
finish up a project about Palo Alto’s downtown alleys. Topic is problems with dumpsters in small 
spaces. 

Lisa Rose announced new employee, Tammy Green, in the RWRD office, who came from CDR and 
HHW program. She also said she is still accepting money for Rob’s retirement party. 

14. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.  
  

THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  January 14, 2016 
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