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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

July 8, 2010 

 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

ACTERRA  Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW      Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO      Rene Eyerly 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Skip Lacaze 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   Stan Chau 

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT   Jill Boone 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SIERRA CLUB       Heidi Melander 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
 
CITY OF CAMPBELL       

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA       

CITY OF SUNNYVALE        

CLARA MATEO         

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS      

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY      

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT   

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

WEST VALLEY CITIES       

 

 
 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Stephen Bantillo   CRRA 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM  

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Brock Hill    Premier Recycle Co. 

Cynthia Palacio   City of Mountain View 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

Michele Young   City of San Jose 

Jo Zientek    City of San Jose 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

Lori Topley called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m.  A quorum of 12 was present.  Those present 
introduced themselves. 
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2. Approval of Minutes  

Clifton Chew said Mark Bowers noted a clarification to the TAC minutes. Clarification to the 
minutes should be that the Implementation Subcommittee recommended that the countywide and 
unincorporated budget be separated and not a TAC member. Tony Eulo made a motion to 
approve the amended minutes of June 10, 2010.  The motion was seconded by Richard Gertman.  
All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the June 10, 2010 TAC meeting 
abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  

Stephen Bantillo had two items: 1) CRRA conference is in Sacramento August 8 – 11; and 2) 
CRRA subcommittee is review site locations for 2012.  Currently it is between Oakland, San 
Jose and Santa Clara.  He is asking if jurisdictions are interested in one particular city over 
another.   

4. Zero Waste Vision and Guiding Principles 

Richard Gertman discussed some of the comments he had received.  The guiding principles were 
worded as action statements and should be adjusted.  Additionally the “why” portion could be 
expanded beyond just discussing green house gases.  Tony Eulo offered to work on the wording 
changes.  Richard said any comments and suggestions should be sent to him by this Tuesday.  
The Zero Waste Vision and Guiding Principles will be brought back to the next TAC meeting in 
August for action and then to the RWRC in August. 

5. NDFE 9th Amendment Report Out and Discussion 

Cynthia Palacio said when the 9th Amendment came before the TAC at the last meeting it was 
referred to the Operations Subcommittee to look at it and better understand the permitting 
process, identify any issues, and how best to provide comments or conditions.   

The Operations Subcommittee met this past Tuesday.  They discussed the referral and came up 
with a few issues and a few comments.  A smaller ad hoc group of Clif, Cynthia, Elizabeth, Mark 
and Stan will meet in July to narrow the issues down and ensure understanding of the process 
before coming back to the Operations Subcommittee in July.  The Operations Subcommittee 
would then report back to TAC at the August meeting before the RWRC meeting. 

Cynthia did say it looks like there are many opportunities to include comments throughout the 
public process.  This might result in having future legislative items, model zoning ordinance(s), 
and/or the addition of standardized language and contents to streamline the process.  There are 
no delays to the NDFE process anticipated as a result of this work.   

6. RWRC Update 

Lisa Rose had four items from the RWRC meeting: 1) The Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) group did 
a wrap up of the summit that took place in May. The RWRC invited them to come back with a 
recommendation on the RWRC’s role with ZLI; 2) It is the time of year to look at the legislative 
priorities to bring them to TAC in August so that the TAC 2011 suggested list of Legislative 
Priorities can go to the RWRC in August.  The Legislative Subcommittee will meet in the near 
future to go over the list and a notice will be sent out for those interested in participating.  Lisa 
will distribute the current list; 3) The template letters for single use items was discussed as to 
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who the letters go to and such; and 4) The RWRC voted to forward a favorable recommendation  
to remove the fee for Home Composting Education classes. 

7. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 

Elizabeth Constantino said everything was already covered or in the TAC packet. 

A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet 

C. Home Composting Education Program – No report  

D. Recycling Hotline – No report 

8. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  

A. Enforcement – Stan Chau said there was no report.   

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Wendy Fong had two items: the Las Plumas site is having an 
event on July 24th and 2) the next HHW subcommittee meeting is July 26th at Milpitas City 
Hall.   

C. Implementation Subcommittee (IS) – No report. 

D. Legislation – Richard Gertman provided a handout on legislative activities. Items highlighted 
in grey will be dropped from the next report. 

A request was made to spell out or have a “key” for the acronyms for CAW, LCC and 
SWANA. 

E. Operations – previously heard 

F. Public Education – No report 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Cheri Donnelly said Lisa circulated what the RWRC 
initially requested from the Source Reduction and Recycling Subcommittee but TAC wanted 
the subcommittee to look at alternatives to Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) first.  The next 
meeting is July 22. 

The tea bag issue was discussed with the TAC ultimately recommending that the person who 
brings up a topic such as this would a write brief report containing some background 
information, direction and a desired outcome.  Future items will request a paragraph which 
would include an anchor for the topic plus an options list on ways actions can be taken such 
as contact manufactures, contact retailers, request legislation and/or work with 
organizations/groups.  Staff will develop a template of the report which will include a list of 
the possible options to address the item.  

There was also a discussion on HCEP and it was decided to wait and watch the program with 
the removal of the fee for the Bay Friendly classes.  Elizabeth will report back to RWRC in 
six months on the status of the HCEP/Bay Friendly classes.  A concern was raised over the 
lack of outreach funding that was not clarified with the reduction of the outreach budget.  
Lori will discuss with Elizabeth and perhaps have an Implementation Subcommittee or TAC 
agenda item. 

H. Ad Hoc Disaster Debris Planning – The plan was sent to TAC members and comments were 
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directed to URS Corporation.    

I. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Elizabeth Constantino said Arroyo sent a draft of the third 
report but she and Mark Bowers want some additional clarifications before distribution to 
TAC members.   

J. Ad Hoc School Recycling – Jo Zientek will find out more information and report back. 

K. Ad Hoc Zero Waste – previously heard   

9. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 

Maija McDonald suggested Goodwill make a presentation on their mattress and carpet recycling 
program for the September meeting. 

Mandatory Commercial Recycling status from someone with the City of San Jose. 

Organics digester update from the City of San Jose 

10. Informational Updates and Announcements 

 Cheri Donnelly announced a save the date for July 31 from 10AM to 2PM the City of 
Cupertino is having a community congress.  Green Business and HCEP/Bay Friendly will 
make presentations at the event. 

 Tony Eulo stated: 1) Rebecca Fotu’s last day is today.  She will be Environmental Manager 
for Menlo Park; 2) Andi will be attending next month’s TAC meeting in Tony’s absence; and 
3) International City/County Management Association (ICMA) is having their conference in 
San Jose this year on October 17th.   

 Richard Gertman announced that CRRA is having a conference. 

11. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 2:59 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  August 12, 2010 
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