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VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 

ACTERRA              Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL Rob D’Arcy 

CITY OF CUPERTINO        Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY            Tony Eulo          

 CITY OF MORGAN HILL          Tony Eulo  

 CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW         Lori Topley  

CITY OF PALO ALTO          Matthew Krupp 

CITY OF SAN JOSE           Alana Rivadeneyra 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA          Karin Hickey 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE          Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO        Julie Muir 

COUNTY RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION   Bill Grimes 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA      Wendy Fong           

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY        Bruce Olszewski 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT  Kirsten Struve 

SIERRA CLUB              Heidi Melander  

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP     Lou Ramondetta 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 
  
 CITY OF LOS ALTOS           

CITY OF MILPITAS              

CLEAN WATER FUND      

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH       

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS          

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE  

Tracy Adams    GreenWaste Recovery 

Clifton Chew    SCC RWRD 

Celia Furber    Recology Mountain View 

Richard Gertman    ForSustainabilityToo 

Karen Gissibl    City of Sunnyvale 

Shikha Gupta    City of San Jose 

Michael Guerra    Zanker 

Alan Ha     CRRA 

Elizabeth Huerta    GreenWaste 

Lisa Rose     SCC RWRD 

Alex Wykoff    City of Cupertino 

 
 
  
 

1. Call to Order  

Lori Topley, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  A quorum of 21 was present.  Those present 
introduced themselves.     

2. Approval of Minutes                                           

Tony Eulo made a motion to approve the amended minutes for February 9, 2017 minutes. The amended 
minutes from Mark Bower includes clarification on the bottle bill about glass quality also being an issue 
and for AB901 it was CalRecycle that wanted more information. The motion was seconded by Karen 
Gissibl and all present voted to approve the amended minutes. Those not present at the March 9, 2017 
TAC meeting abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  

There were no public presentations.  
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4. CDR Hotline Presentation 

Bruce Olszewski provided a presentation on CDR.  He noted that it was important to let CDR know of 
disasters such as floods so that they can better assist residents. 

A question was asked if web hits were tracked and Bruce responded that they do track them and the 
numbers have plateaued.  He asked if Cities could include CDR’s link to their websites and promote it.  
It was noted that current marketing techniques are different than the past with more of a social media 
component while fliers are not as effective.  Bruce requested to have CDR be included in the PubEd 
outreach material. 

A point of clarification was CDR students that staff HHW events and the appointment system are under 
a different budget unit in the contract (HHW vs. countywide). 

A question was raised about modifying the city information that CDR collects since many jurisdictions 
now have food waste collection that may not be fully captured in the data requested and displayed on the 
website.  

5. On-Line DRS  

Bill Grimes said Clifton Chew will provide an overview of the On-Line DRS program.  Clif showed the 
various aspects of the On-Line DRS program.  He will send out the URL to TAC members so they can 
examine the program. It was pointed out that the program was done through the County IT system.  Clif 
displayed what he as the administrator can see and what a facility operator can see. 

A question was asked about payments system and that will currently under the next reiteration of the 
program.  Funds that are collected are split into three categories: Countywide, HHW and Jurisdictional.  
The Jurisdictional tonnage goes back to each City and the County with out of County tonnage being 
distributed through population percentages. 

A question was asked if there was a time savings with the new program and Clif responded that a large 
block of time was saved from not having to chase the differences between checks and reports. 

Julie Muir noted that users had difficulty entering facilities for recycling and used “test” to advance the 
form (per directions from Clif).  It was unclear if material going to Zanker would be under landfill or 
transfer station.  Incoming material to Zanker is processed and wouldn’t know how the material would 
be sorted.  Clif indicated that additional recycling facilities will be added. 

6. Joint TAC meeting Alameda County 

Lori Topley said the Joint TAC meeting with Alameda County will be held on Thursday, June 1 (their 
regular TAC day) in Fremont in the morning. If this works, then there would be no Santa Clara County 
TAC on June 8. Topics suggested include C&D, food waste with emphasis on MFD and perhaps 
Composting Capacity/Organics Study.  If anyone has additional agenda items, send them to Lori and 
Clif. 

7. Sustainable Materials Management 

Lori Topley said the Sustainable Material Management (SMM) agenda item is a result of having IC 
include this item as part of the FY18 and FY19 budget at $50K per year.  The RWRC approved the 
budgeted item at their February meeting and now the item is at TAC for clarification.  A suggestion was 
made to invite EPA to provide a presentation.  Another suggestion was to invite David Allaway from 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality through a webinar. 
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Tony Eulo said SMM is something the EPA is advocating and this is TAC and countywide opportunity 
to encourage SMM similar to Food Rescue.  He was thinking of treating the topic as a holistic view of 
physical materials, designing products to be disassembled and their components reincorporated into a 
new product. 

Lori Topley noted that EPA strategic plan for SMM deals with three topics: built environment, food 
management and packaging.  But their projected outcomes not as useful because their focus is at a high 
level with packaging focused on recycling.  CalRecycle is having a packaging reform workshop on 
March 22.  StopWaste did a reusable packing project which might be good for a joint TAC topic. 

Bruce Olszewski said this is an evolution of recycling and is closing open loops – the last part of the 
circle. How do we make markets work and identify what is being discarded and can items be made into 
something else? How many jobs will be created? How much greenhouse gas emissions will be reduced? 
He felt that the system should be if the manufacture created it then it should be responsible for it and 
take it back.  Manufactures only feel profits and thus EPR. 

Mark Bowers said source reduction should be part of SMM such as use durables/reusables.  An example 
would be putting a dishwasher in a facility cafeteria.  That could be part of something that the planning 
and building department may be able to focus on as well. 

Matthew Krupp recommended that whatever TAC choose, it should be on items that show an impact or 
effect change. 

Alana Rivadeneyra said City of San Jose brainstormed can came up with the following: expanding repair 
cafes; promoting reuse stores; streamlining and eliminating packaging; sharable economy through 
lending programs. 

Richard Gertman reminded TAC that 15 years ago there was a combined workshop with the packaging 
institute at San Jose State University and something similar could be done again.  Additionally, there are 
several legislative bills such as tethering bottle caps that can be supported. 

Lori Topley suggested this agenda item be eventually given to an ad hoc subcommittee (SRR dealing 
with other issues). Next couple of TAC meetings to develop scope of work to initiate RFP process.  

8. RWRC Update 

Lisa Rose said the RWRC met February 22, 2017. Bill presented the Countywide Programs and Lori 
made a great budget presentation.  The budget was approved. Cole Smith presented an overview of the 
Composting Education Program. Commissioners Bernald and Landry from the West Valley Cities 
(Saratoga and Campbell respectively) expressed an interest in having more compost activities in their 
cities.  Lisa said the Chair asked if election of the chair and vice-chair could occur from after the fiscal 
year to have the election date be after the first of the year when new commissioners are seated.  This 
would allow new commissioners to participate in the election process that would affect them.  It would 
be a By-Law change which she will administratively review. 

9. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs  

A. Disposal Reporting System – report in packet.   

10. Program Updates 

A. Green Business – Report in packet.  Lisa Rose asked if the newer version is easier to read and asked 
if she should include those cities where there is no activity/update. 

Feedback regarding the Green Business program included: Tracy said they do not see a lot of value 
from being a Green Business; Lou Ramondetta said auditors came out at various times and not 
coordinated.  Bruce Olszewski said that audits from water or energy inspectors should be accepted; 
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Mark Bowers noted that City of Sunnyvale appreciated a third party validating their data and ensure 
they are following procedures correctly. 

It was suggested that the Green Business Program be evaluated during the FY18-19 budget year. 

B. Composting Education – no report. 

C. Recycling Hotline – heard earlier. 

11. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs   
A.  Eco-Gardens – Karin Hickey said did not meet but brought posters.  A question was asked why 

this is a subcommittee versus a stand-alone program.  It was pointed out that it acts like a 
program and it would then not be subject to the Brown Act.  This item will be agendized for the 
next TAC meeting after the County has a chance to weigh the differences between program and 
subcommittee.  Moving to monthly meetings on the second Friday of each month. 

B.  Enforcement – Did not meet. 

C. Household Hazardous Waste – Alex Wykoff said the subcommittee met after the last TAC meeting 
and still honing on the finalization of what outreach will be done.  Big ticket items include: bus 
shelter ads going from 40 to 50 that target MFD areas -- and also need to get back to Wendy Fong on 
the language selection for in your area (English, Spanish Vietmenese) by Monday; Bus tail ads.  
Shopping cart ads were too cost prohibitive.  Getting more information on Comcast video options 
which may prompt a special meeting the week of March 20th.  There is a new thermostat mail-in 
rebate program, Wendy Fong has additional details if jurisdictions want to advertise the program.  
Alex said the bridge program between the County Pharmaceutical EPR ordinance and the MedBin 
program that the County is currently operating there is an uptick in participation which has gone to 
monthly scheduled pick-ups. 

Rob D’Arcy noted that the County is going to the Board of Supervisors next week to amend the 
ordinance to close loopholes. 

A question was raised about vitamins and where they should go.  Vitamins are excluded from the 
ordinance and recommended to throw them in the trash.  Bill Grimes noted that vitamins contain 
many compounds and would be accepted at the HHW facility 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers reported on the following bills. 

SWANA has a lobbyist in Sacramento and its Legislative Task Force (LTF) members negotiate the 
differing perspectives of the three California chapters. The LTF Board met with CalRecycle staff 
and LTF officers spent a full day meeting with ARB staff, the Governor’s office, and assorted 
legislators and legislative staff. General picture is that most bills are still spot bills and there is little 
actual language to review. 

Big topics were bottle bill (many legislators seem keenly interested in this topic) – individual 
stakeholders each have their own unique perspective, articulating points such as: current bill put in 
place when few had access to curbside collection; people don’t have a place to take recyclables to 
get their money back (e.g. one county has only two stores that are subject to the law and both choose 
to be fined rather than redeem bottles and cans “in store”); solvency--the system is still losing 
money; a lot of talk about glass – with many perceiving that glass is “bad,” although glass is one of 
the easier things to recycle from a technical point of view. Glass collected by single-stream curbside 
programs gets into paper bales and gets broken, making it difficult to sort by color. Some curbside 
programs in other parts of the country are dropping glass from curbside programs. 
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If your jurisdiction writes a letter on the Bottle Bill topic, be aware there is confusion about the 
curbside revenues that cities and counties receive from CalRecycle. Some people in the Capitol 
appeared to think SWANA officers were talking about the “City/County Curbside” grant program 
money and not the much larger amounts of CRV revenues that cities/counties (or their haulers) get 
from selling bottles and cans. In most cases, those recyclables/CRV revenues are used directly or 
indirectly to offset curbside collection costs and keep garbage rates down. 

Senator Wieckowski is a key player who controls the committee through which any Bottle Bill 
revamp must pass. 

Kirsten Struve noted that bottles and packaging make up the greatest number of items in creeks. 

Talked about EPR and gas cylinders, definition of organics includes food-soiled paper, which is 
turning out to be difficult to divert; met with Assemblymember Cristina Garcia –She is in a 
leadership position and head of the Women’s Caucus. Represents a district impacted by lead 
contamination from the Exide battery recycling plant, and Garcia is very focused on the topic of lead 
poisoning and social justice/environmental issues. 

Bills of note: 

• AB 1147 (Salas) – Allows haulers to use civil enforcement against persons who knowingly 
violate exclusive franchises 

• AB 1180 (Holden) – Fee of $1.50 per tire, with funds used for MS-4 municipal stormwater 
grants in Los Angeles, with a focus on zinc pollution. This is in addition to another tire fee 
bill—AB 509 (Frazier) and the existing tire fee system, which funds uses for recycled tire 
products such as pavement 

• AB 1219 (Eggman) – SWANA Supports. Broadens the Safe Harbor for food donations to 
include donations of foods that are mislabeled or past their sell-by dates 

• AB 1132 (Cristina Garcia) – SWANA Opposes. Allows air districts to issue abatement 
orders for serious violations before a hearing is conducted before the district’s hearing board, 
with the hearing coming after the facility is shut down 

• AB 1572 (Aguiar-Curry) – Extends the current four year cycle for CalRecycle review of 
jurisdiction annual reports. Absent this or some other action, in 2018 CalRecycle annual 
report reviews will go back to a two year cycle 

• SB 53 (Hueso) – SWANA Supports. Conforms to federal law, which allows an increase in 
the gross vehicle weight limit for CNG-fueled trucks. CNG truck weight limits would 
increase by the difference in weight between tank/fueling systems of diesel trucks vs. CNG 
trucks 

E. Public Education – Karin Hickey said they met and went over the proposal for an outreach campaign 
– was sent out to everyone yesterday – it would be a two year campaign with second year focus on 
source reduction/waste reduction.  The first year would promote recycling and talk about what 
people are already doing by concentrating on the top seven to ten commonly collected items.  Will 
use the ReduceWaste.org website as a landing page which will be revamped and separate from the 
RWRC items.  Idea would be to select residents and businesses that are doing a good job and 
showcase what they are doing right and encourage everyone to continue doing better.  Would like to 
have a baseline report to measure the effectiveness of the campaign.  

Funding for two years ($100k per year) – additionally there is funding to hire a consultant and/or a 
part time staff person ($78K first year and $80K the second year) to design and implement an 
outreach campaign, develop creative/design and do media buys, etc. A suggestion was made to bring 
on a consultant sooner than later to help develop a campaign based on what Pub Ed has come up 
with. TAC members wanted a consultant with community based social marketing experience to be 
able to incorporate into the campaign – norming, pledging, etc.  
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There was discussion about whether the first phase was necessary because it was felt that recycling 
is already being done while other noted that 25% of their trash still contained recyclable material 
like cardboard, bottles and cans.   It was noted that maintaining a website is a lot of work and was 
not sure if it is cost effective. It was finally decided that reinforcing what is recyclable is needed due 
to the transient population and the effort already expended from the subcommittee.  Previous 
campaigns had well known sports personalities doing the right thing- recycling a bottle; it hit the 
target demographic.  TAC members want to find a vendor that can do everything (develop campaign 
to running a campaign).  Matthew Krupp offered to send a RFP as a sample that Palo Alto had for 
similar services. 

F. Source Reduction and Recycling – Cheri Donnelly said CEP contract was extended to December 
2019 with some provisions in having more directives and discuss prioritization over the next few 
months.  Food Rescue update – discussion about interviews and the next meeting on March 27 is to 
create empathy map to identify common barriers and opportunities. 

12. IC Update 

Lori Topley said there was no IC meeting this month. 

13. Items for Future Agenda/ Guest Speakers  

Items from previous meetings. 

14. Informational Updates and Announcements  

Matthew Krupp said Palo Alto is purchasing an electric collection truck with GreenWaste. 

Lou Ramondetta said his company received a grant to replace corrugated bins with plastic/metal bins. 

Shikha Gupta said she would like to know more about source reduction. 

Mark Bowers attended Annual Melodrama Performance. 

Bruce Olszewski said CDR got a lot of calls about the flood. 

Cheri Donnelly said Cupertino was rolling out Community Based Social Marketing this weekend. 

15. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.  
  

THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  April 13, 2017 
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