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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  
May 10, 2018 

  
 
VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 

ACTERRA              Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIANS AGAINST WASTE   Richard Gertman 

CITY OF CUPERTINO        Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY            Tony Eulo          

CITY OF MILPITAS            Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL          Tony Eulo  

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW         Lori Topley  

CITY OF SAN JOSE           Alana Lowrie 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA          Karin Hickey 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE          Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO        Julie Muir 

CLEAN WATER FUND      Samantha Sommer 

COUNTY RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION  Bill Grimes 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA      Wendy Fong        

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY        Bruce Olszewski 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Scott Holt 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 

  
CITY OF CAMPBELL   

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO             

CITY OF PALO ALTO      

CITY OF SARATOGA                

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH       

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT          

SIERRA CLUB        

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP      

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS    

TOWN OF LOS GATOS           

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE  

Zoraya Atayde     GreenWaste Recovery Inc. 

Clifton Chew     SCC RWRD 

Lisa Coelho     City of Santa Clara 

Nancy Fishman    Joint Venture – Food Rescue 

Michael Geiss     Republic Services 

Karen Gissibl     City of Sunnyvale 

Calyn Hart     City of Santa Clara 

Robin Martin     Joint Venture – Food Rescue 

Janine McCurdy    City of Mountain View 

Andrew Millstein    Premier Recycle Company 

Lina Prada-Baez    City of Santa Clara 

Lisa Rose     SCC RWRD 

Rebecca Sale     GreenWaste Recovery 

Ursula Syrova     City of Cupertino 

Miranda Wang    Biocellection, Inc. 

Alex Wykoff     City of Cupertino 

 
1. Call to Order  

Mark Bowers, Chair called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m. A quorum of 19 was present. All present 
introduced themselves.  
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Agenda item 2 was skipped and heard later 

2. Approval of Minutes                                           

Heard at a later time. 

3. Public Presentations  

Tony Eulo said that potentially seriously contaminated soil (radioactive) from Hunter’s Point went to 
Kirby Canyon. 

Stephen Bantillo expressed his thanks for allowing RCI to present at the Operations Subcommittee. 

Miranda Wang said she was representing a new start-up BioCellection that is developing a chemical 
recycling process for hard-to-recycle plastics.  She would like to make a presentation to TAC about her 
start-up.  While vendors typically present prior to a meeting, due to a conflict with the Operations 
meeting at that time, TAC agreed to let her present at the July TAC meeting (15 minutes). 

4. Food Rescue 

Nancy Fishman and Robin Martin gave a presentation about the status of A La Carte portion of the Food 
Rescue program.  

At the end of the presentation they asked TAC members to assist in finding a location to house the truck 
with commissary accommodations (truck wash) and the ability to plug in the vehicle.  Mountain View 
offered to check to see if they have space in their operations center.  Palo Alto was also suggested along 
with the Mountain View VTA yard. 

A question was asked to see if they check with local jurisdictions about sensitive subjects (e.g.  
discouraging RV parking along specific streets and discouraging feeding at specific parks).  Nancy 
Fishman said the next step is to meet with pilot cities’ community centers and get their input as to where 
their efforts should be directed. 

Additionally, they will look to the community centers to help get the word out about A La Carte so that 
it comes from a trusted source.   They are looking to hire three drivers to cover six day a week and the 
drivers will be the ‘face’ of the program, interacting with the intended audience.  

At this time item 2 was heard. 

2.  Approval of Minutes 

Tony Eulo made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 12, 2018 meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Lori Topley, all present voted to approve the minutes. Those not present at the April 12, 
2018 TAC meeting abstained. 

Return to regularly scheduled agenda items. 

5. SB 1383 Rulemaking 

Mark Bowers said the document is 93 pages of draft regulations that was released last week and there 
was a dramatic change in tone from previous versions.  He asks that jurisdictions to look at it very 
carefully.  Mark noted there were 46 ways to get cited by CalRecycle and 18 ways a city shall cite and 
fine ratepayers.  the draft regulations are hugely detailed, very prescriptive down to what the cart colors 
will be, what the labels will say and how often to contact the customer. Fines start at $2,500/day if 
jurisdictions do not comply with the 46 items on time.  Comments are due by May 16th; they would like 
commenters to use the online forms but it is easier to write a letter.  Mark said that after an hour of  
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review, he had already written two and a half pages of comments.  His biggest concern is the apparent 
change in tone by the state where the prior role of CalRecycle acting as the police and cities are the bad 
guys, gets turned around to appear to position jurisdictions as the cops with residents as the criminals. It 
is not optional, but rather required to cite and fine non-compliant customers in this proposed model.  He 
says the state feels that the regulation is essentially complete after this revision.  It seems that 
CalRecycle has expanded the original intent to 90+ pages of detailed text which include:  Detailed 
record keeping: if you are a facility you will have to do 1 cubic yard of waste characterization each day; 
regional organic distribution centers are specifically exempt which is referencing large grocery chain 
distribution centers that backhaul material; organic waste collection services will detail what can be 
placed in which cart; Additionally, every jurisdiction will be required to purchase compost based on 
number of employees (parameter may change).  It was mentioned that a small water district near 
Stockton that needed Prop 218 approval for fee increase to comply with drinking water standard was 
voted down.  It was noted that after 2024 with the third violation, residents would be fined $500/day.  
Mark noted that CAW is probably involved in the development of the language of this legislation. 

Alana Lowrie indicated that the City of San Jose will be commenting next week and was happy about 
the sunset date removal of the mixed waste processing but had an issue with biosolids (which were 
being taken to Newby).  She did have a question regarding Food Rescue efforts and asked if that is 
counted countywide or on individual efforts.  She also asked if self-haul of yard waste would be required 
to be taken to compost facilities. 

The next step is CalRecycle taking comments and intend to come back very quickly with final formal 
promulgation of the regulation.  Please send comments to Clifton Chew or Lisa Rose to share.  It was 
noted that comments could be submitted after the 16th.   This does not supersede AB341 and AB1826 
but adds to reporting requirements. 

Clifton Chew said Alameda County asked about a Joint TAC meeting specifically on this topic on June 
7 (likely in Fremont).  They may get someone from CalRecycle to attend.  A motion was made by Tony 
Eulo to set up a Joint TAC Meeting with Alameda County.  Cheri Donnelly seconded the motion and all 
present voted to approve. 

A question was asked about additional funding for Food Rescue so that jurisdictions can get credit for 
the effort. Lisa Coelho said Copia offered to help set up a tracking system.  Mark Bowers said he picked 
up an undertone that the state may be frustrated because the DRS numbers don’t provide the data of 
material flows so they can understand the landscape. 

6. Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission (RWRC) Update 

Lisa Rose said they didn’t meet in April and the June meeting has been moved from the 27th to the 20th 
due to League of California Cities Conference. She noted that there is no business and asked for 
recommendations on possible topics for discussion.  It was decided that SB1383 was sufficient for the 
June meeting and that this would be a study session. Tony made a request to try to get our representative 
from the League of Cities to attend to get them involved. 

7. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs  

A. Disposal Reporting System – viewable on-line but at least one facility had interest in credit card 
payment option which is being added. 

B. Other – The Joint TAC meeting with SCVURPPP will be held on June 14 at 11AM at the Quinlan 
Community Center in Cupertino.  AB939/HHW Agreements are going to the Board of Supervisors 
(BOS) on June 19 and all the cities should have approved by then.  There were changes from the 
County’s executive team on processes, designations and delegations and they need to be completed 
before going to the Board which pushed everything to the last meeting of the fiscal year.  HHW  
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participation is on track to exceed 31,000 cars with a potential high of 33 or 34 thousand which may 
have fiscal implications to budget and be a factor in outreach program decisions.  
There was a question about vitamins and supplements which are not regulated by the DEA/FDA 
which technically makes them ineligible for the MEDS bins.  As a practical matter, they should be 
disposed properly and thus accepted.  Also, bins are not monitored for content and some do end up 
in there. 

8. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs   
A.  South Bay Green Gardens – Karin Hickey said they met and that the seed packets finally arrived.  

They will live at the water district and if anyone wants them, please contact Karen Koppett who 
will then mail them out.  Lina Prada-Baez has been working on advertising with Google Ad 
Words, Facebook (3,650 clicks since February) and Instagram.  The group is coming up with new 
messaging, trying to get more engagement by posting questions to get people to share tips, and 
will have a photo contest.  Acrylic sign boards have been ordered for cities who need them. 

B.  Enforcement – Did not meet. 

C. Household Hazardous Waste – Alana Lowrie said the County provided an update on the sharps 
ordinance which was passed on March 6 and effective April 6.  The first 3 months following the 
effective date the County will notify the manufacturers the next steps include designating a 
stewardship operator and submitting their stewardship plan between April and October.  There is a 
review period and if there are no changes the plan would become operational December 10; if there 
are required changes then March or April 2019 would be a more realistic implementation date.  The 
ordinance requires kiosks for every 20K residents which can be at community/senior centers; can be 
with MEDS kiosk but doesn’t have the same constraints of requiring DEA approved locations; cities 
can work with the stewardship operator in selecting mail-back sites; all material will be incinerated; 
autoclave and landfill will not be allowed.  The ordinance shifts all costs back to industry for the 
kiosk sites and mail back services. Sharps will be directed to the kiosks and discouraged from HHW 
events but will still be allowed and collected when brought in to HHW by residents. As the costs are 
very low for sharps disposal, those sharps that do end up at HHW events will have disposal costs 
absorbed by HHW program as they are now but there will be no labor costs collecting from sharps 
kiosks as is currently the case once the ordinance is fully implemented. 

Alana also said there was some discussion about reuse options for materials brought into the HHW 
facility, but there are obstacles through the County program such as quality of materials received, 
political climate of groups not wanting some materials to be returned to use, residential concerns, 
environmental justice and labor costs. 

Palo Alto talked about their program and how it is going. 

The committee also discussed collateral outreach material being sent to all cities. 

Bill Grimes provided the top five industries that use the CESQG program: dentists, painters, 
laboratories, manufacturers and contractors. 

D. Legislation – Lori Topley said for this legislative session, anything in Appropriations now needs to 
be heard by May 25 - currently interested in AB1884 (straws); anything non-fiscal must be heard in 
Committee by May 12; and June 1 is the deadline to move from one house to another. 

She discussed the following bills: 

• AB2110 (Eggman) – Right to Repair Act 
• AB2766 (Berman) – plastic market development going for another five years 
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• AB2921 (Low) – Polystyrene Recycling. Bill appears dead for now 
• SB168 and SB452 both have bottle bill fix included in proposed legislation 

E. Operations – Cheri Donnelly said they met today and Stephen Bantillo gave a presentation on RCI 
certification.  Lisa Rose will distribute the presentation.  It was suggested to choose another meeting 
date/time for Operations since the last couple of meetings were rushed.  TAC members decided to 
leave it to precede TAC for now but will start at an earlier time. 

It was requested to check with Alameda County to see if additional time could be added to the June 
7 Joint TAC meeting to include C&D. TAC members would like to have C&D facilities staff attend 
the meeting as well. 

F. Public Education – Karin Hickey said they are still working on the campaign.  There was a call for 
models for print/video ads - received five models for each category identified and filming will be on 
May 19.  Gigantic Idea Studio is working on Phase 2 of campaign which will happen in 
November/December timeframe – source reduction survey will go out this fall and will help inform 
direction of source reduction campaign.  Lisa Rose ordered a prize wheel which has arrived.  The 
next meeting will discuss how the wheel will be used and what giveaway items will be purchased to 
accompany the wheel. Karin ordered samples for giveaway items (steel straws with cleaners, 
reusable silverware – bamboo and foldable forks). 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Cheri Donnelly said the subcommittee narrowed down the 
project options on SMM to preventing wasted food. The focus is now on educating about ‘date 
labeling’ or ‘food conservation.’  It was decided to not do the NRDC-style study with food diaries 
but do need a more focused research on action-oriented project.  It will be important to educate 
people on:  resources that go into growing and producing food; GHG emissions related to processing 
and transportation; and the overall environmental impacts of wasting food.  The group wants to use 
Consumer Based Social Marketing (CBSM) principles but also needs research to measure its 
effectiveness. Surveys can be conducted following both projects.  With overlapping programs like 
curbside food scrap collection, composting education and food rescue, the subcommittee wants to 
build on that base.  Date labeling and cooking lessons resonate as ways to change behavior thus 
using research that has already been done to move into a large project with two areas of focus.  After 
discussion it was decided to choose just one focus and a date labeling project could support 
statewide/national policy.  An example might be to develop an ordinance similar to bags and 
polystyrene. 

Subcommittee members, UCCE and Second Harvest Food Bank discussed putting together a 
stakeholder meeting to see where gaps exist in what they are already doing and where they can 
partner.  It was suggested to invite stakeholders to a future SRR subcommittee meeting rather than 
hold a summit. 

There is a Master Food Preservers program that could strengthen our message and incorporate 
concepts into composting workshops.  It’s a statewide program and if funding was made available 
through the SMM project it could allow the San Mateo Coordinator to offer classes in Santa Clara 
County. 

Cheri Donnelly provided an update on ReThink Disposable.  A new associate was hired and has 
been in the field for five days.  He is starting with the cities that provided a robust list of potential 
businesses (Mountain View, Sunnyvale, and Cupertino).  There are six businesses that are interested.  
House of Falafel wanted to reach out to their on-line food delivery companies such as Door Dash, 
Uber Eats, etc., to offer an opt out of single-use items such as napkins, silverware, and small packets 
of condiments.  Samantha Sommer is interested in getting a religious institution with a cafeteria or 
senior community center that serves food to certify as part of the industrial sector.  She also noted  
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Berkeley City Council voted to forward the disposable-free dining ordinance to Zero Waste 
Commission to begin outreach and report back with a recommendation. 

9. Program Update 

A. Green Business – in packet. 

B. Composting Education – no report.  

C. Recycling Hotline – in packet.  Bruce Olszewski said the chatline is up and running.  He met with 
Recyclist and will bring results to PubEd.  He also noted that he has graduating students that would 
make great interns and are ready to be hired. 

10. IC Update 

IC did not meet. 

11. Items for Future Agenda/ Guest Speakers 

BioCellection was scheduled for the July TAC meeting. 

Grocery Chain Backhaul and Distribution Facilities. 

12. Informational Updates and Announcements  

Alana Lowrie had two items: 1) Councilmember Khamis requested staff look into an ordinance that 
would require businesses to offer straws upon request; and 2) San Jose will be presenting at SWANA 
Western Symposium on Residential Junk Pick Up Program; Organics Diversion; Disaster Debris; and 
Illegal Dumping Peer Exchange with LA. 

Bill Grimes said the schedule for the sharps ordinance is on the HHW website. 

Karen Gissibl offered Slim Jims to anyone who needs them as Sunnyvale is changing out theirs.   

Julie Muir said Stanford participated in the ZeroWaste Bowl and won for most improved at women’s 
basketball game and student athlete engagement with a recycling video at women’s field hockey game. 

Heidi Melander said she is distributing business card size info about straws and will forward to Lisa 
Rose or Clifton Chew to distribute. 

Karin Hickey said Santa Clara is doing audits/floor sorts for 40 carts to see contamination levels from 
their pilot food scraps program. 

Alan Ha said CRRA early registration ends at the end of May.  

Mark Bowers said about 120 bales of mixed paper had to be disposed.  He also said there was a shipping 
problem with insufficient containers.  The alternative markets are not as well developed, and this makes 
it hard to move material. Sunnyvale received notice that CCIC (quasi-governmental organization), 
which goes to facilities to check bales for contamination and then issues seal of approval to ship to 
China, has suspended operations.  The contractor is shifting how they sort loads.  CalRecycle distributed 
a letter stating that they won’t punish jurisdictions impacted by China’s National Sword program. 

Richard Gertman said the price of 2x4s has gone up 40% due to import tariffs (based on Mercury News 
article https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/05/08/why-home-renovations-could-get-more-expensive-
this-year/). 

 

 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/05/08/why-home-renovations-could-get-more-expensive-this-year/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/05/08/why-home-renovations-could-get-more-expensive-this-year/
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Bruce Olszewski announced San Jose State Move Out event is Saturday, May 19 after finals.  The City 
of San Jose is sponsoring the event. 

13. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 3:34 p.m.  
  

THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  June 14, 2018 
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