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County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Susan Garner, Linda J. LeZotte,  
 Jamie McLeod, Diane McNutt, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman, Gilbert Wong 
 

 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
MEETING AGENDA 

     DATE: Thursday, November 8, 2012 
 TIME: 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
   LOCATION: 1580 Berger Drive Building 
   San Jose, CA 95112 
 
COMMUTE ALTERNATIVES: The Board of Supervisors encourages the use of commute 
alternatives including bicycles, carpooling, and hybrid vehicles.  

Public transit access is available to and from the Berger Drive Facility, 1580 Berger Drive San Jose, 
California by VTA bus lines 66. For trip planning information, contact the VTA Customer Service 
Department at 408-321-2300 Monday through Friday between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., 
and on Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Schedule information is also available on the web at 
www.vta.org. 

Bicycle parking racks are available in the front of Buildings 1 and 2. 

(** Denotes item on which action may be taken) 

1. Call to Order and Introductions** 

2. Approval of Draft Minutes Meeting of October 11, 2012** 

3. Public Presentations 
(This item is reserved for persons desiring to address the committee on any matter not on this agenda.) For members 
of the public who wish to address the committee on any item not listed on the agenda this would be the appropriate 
time. The Chair will call individuals in turn. Speakers are limited to three (3) minutes. The committee is not 
permitted action or extended discussion of any item not on the agenda except under special circumstances. If 
committee action is requested, the committee may place the matter on a future agenda. All statements that require a 
response will be referred to staff for reply in writing.  

4. 2013 TAC Chair and Subcommittee assignments – Dave Staub 

5. Ad Hoc Organizational Study MOA Update** – Dave Staub 

6. 2013 RWRC Work Plan** – All 

7. RWRC Update ** – Elizabeth Constantino 

8. Division Manager's Report and Updates on Countywide Programs**  
A. Disposal Reporting System - Update 
B. Green Business – Update  

http://www.vta.org/


C. Home Composting – Update 
D. Recycling Hotline – No Report 
E. Other [elections, TAC holiday location – DECEMBER 5!!! Date Change] 

9. Subcommittee Reports and Updates**  
A. Enforcement – Stan Chau 
B. Household Hazardous Waste – Walter Lin 
C. Implementation – Dave Staub  
D. Legislation – Mark Bowers 
E. Operations – Skip Lacaze 
F. Public Education – Lori Topley  
G. Source Reduction/Recycling – Karen Gissibl 
H. Ad Hoc Eco Gardener – Dave Staub 
I. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers  
J. Ad Hoc School Recycling – Emy Mendoza 

 
10. Items for Future Agenda/Guest Speakers 

11. Informational Updates and Announcements  

12. Adjournment** 

CHANGE IN NEXT MEETING DATE   
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2012 - LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED 

 
 

 (The following is a ‘Parking Lot’ list of items to be brought back to TAC at a later date)  
 
List of Future Agenda Items to be discussed: 

• Form Letter (both praise and concerns)  
• Large Venue Diversion [pre-TAC] (Tony Eulo) 
• USGBC rule making change [Jan/Feb] (Michael Gross) 
• Categorical exemption for CEQA (Skip Lacaze) 
• 75% diversion problems with eliminating bio-solids as ADC (Matthew Krupp) 



County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 
 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Susan Garner, Linda J. LeZotte,  
 Jamie McLeod, Diane McNutt, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman, Gilbert Wong 
 

 
 

2012 Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Officers 
 

Chair      Dave Staub 
Vice-Chair     Cheri Donnelly 

 
Subcommittee Chairs 
Pub-Ed    Lori Topley 
Legislation    Mark Bowers 
Operations    Skip Lacaze 
Enforcement    Stan Chau 
Household Hazardous Waste   Walter Lin 
Source Reduction/Recycling  Karen Gissibl 

 
Ad Hoc Subcommittee Chairs 

 Eco Gardener     Dave Staub 
 Organizational Study    Mark Bowers  
 School Recycling    Emy Mendoza 
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Workplan and Timeline for 2013 RWRC Priorities 

Priority TAC/Subcommittee Deliverable(s) Estimated Time to 
Complete 

Cost Notes/Challenges 

Extended Producer 
Responsibility and 
Take Back 
Programs 

HHW? 
SSR? 

Forward a letter to the RWRC requesting all 
Santa Clara County Cities that have not 
adopted an Extended Producer Responsibility 
resolution or legislative policy to do so;  
2) Forward a letter to the RWRC requesting 
all Santa Clara County Cities that have not 
done so, consider funding the activities of the 
California Product Stewardship Council;  
3) Forward a recommendation to RWRC that 
the HHW program become a dues paying 
associate of CPSC; and  
4) Forward a recommendation to RWRC to 
develop a countywide take-back ordinance or 
model local ordinance for producers and/or 
retailers for the following products:  paint, 
sharps, fluorescent lamps, pharmaceuticals, 
treated wood and non-rechargeable batteries. 

   

Trash in 
Waterways; nexus 
between solid waste 
and stormwater 

SRR     

Model 
Environmentally 
Preferred 
Purchasing Policies 
(EPPP) Language  

SRR    Good start with Plastic Packaging Reduction Language  
 
Second year Commissioner Tucker has requested this 

Finding Markets for 
Hard to Recycle 
Items such as EPS, 
Bags and Foam 

     

Scavenging/Illegal 
Dumping 

Enforcement     

Organizational 
Structure MOA 

Ad Hoc 
Subcommittee 

Create MOA between cities and County that 
follows SCVURPPP model; consider 
recommendations from TAC 

Final Draft to RWRC 
in December 2012 

Medium  
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Organics Processing 
 

SRR    lack of sufficient processing capacity for organics other than 
yard wastes (food wastes, mixed organics, biosolids)  

a) composting and biosolids facilities are facing siting 
problems and operating restrictions in many counties  

b) we are going to have to depend, in part, on new 
technologies that are not proven at municipal scale in 
North America  

c) many C&D facilities depend on ADC for half or more of 
their diversion, including wood wastes, or send their 
processed wood waste to older biomass-to-energy 
facilities, which are inefficient and polluting 

 
Create a Speaker’s 
Bureau to Advocate 
for Specific  Issues 
 

Commissioners, staff, 
TAC members, Cities 
Association, League 
of Cities, League of 
Women Voters, etc. 

Commissioners and staff to speak on behalf 
of RWRC at various meetings when a 
jurisdiction is considering enacting policy or 
ordinances on environmental matters 
supported by the RWRC 

   

Prepare EIRs or 
Master 
Environmental 
Assessments for all 
product bans or 
restrictions under 
active consideration 

    Exempt certain local source reduction regulations from 
CEQA (plastic bag and EPS bans; toxics reduction 

Come up with 
different method to 
charge AB939 per 
ton tip fee (currently 
on disposal—change 
to recycling, 
composting, waste to 
energy, and 
disposal) 
 

     

 

 

 



Payment DRS Data Payment DRS Data Payment DRS Data Payment DRS Data
Landfill 

Guadalupe 04/03/12 05/03/12 07/27/12 07/26/12
Kirby Canyon 05/10/12 05/03/12 08/16/12 08/15/12
Newby Island 06/13/12 06/15/12 09/17/12 09/17/12
Pacheco Pass - 07/25/12
Palo Alto - 04/09/12 - 07/11/12
Zanker Material 06/15/12 06/15/12 09/17/12 09/17/12
Zanker Road 06/15/12 06/15/12 09/17/12 09/17/12

NDF
Green Team 06/15/12 06/15/12 08/16/12 08/16/12
GreenWaste Recovery 06/05/12 06/05/12 09/17/12 08/28/12
Mission Trails 06/08/12 04/16/12 09/17/12 07/16/12

-

Due 06-15-12 Due 09-15-12 Due 12-15-12 Due 03-15-13

Qtr 1 2012 Qtr 2 2012 Qtr 3 2012 Qtr 4 2012
Jan - Mar April - June July - September October - December

Mission Trails 06/08/12 04/16/12 09/17/12 07/16/12
Pacific Coast Recycling 04/27/12 04/12/12 10/9/2012
Pacheco Pass - 7/25/2012
Premier 06/28/12 6/8/2012 9/14/2012 9/14/2012
San Martin 06/01/12 04/12/12 09/07/12 07/13/12
Valley 05/17/12 05/17/12 08/07/12 08/08/12
Z-Best 06/15/12 06/15/12 09/17/12 09/17/12
Zanker Material 06/15/12 06/15/12 09/17/12 09/17/12
Zanker Road 06/15/12 06/15/12 09/17/12 09/17/12

report and payment mailed 7/24/2012

-
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Green Business Program
FY12
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Campbell 0 0 34 16 4 2 0 1 0 0 5 36 16
Cupertino 0 0 52 28 0 8 5 0 0 1 0 60 33
Gilroy 0 0 18 11 7 0 0 0 0 1 7 18 11
Los Altos 0 0 11 22 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 11 22
Los Altos Hills 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Los Gatos 0 0 55 30 5 2 1 0 0 0 5 57 31
Milpitas 0 0 19 7 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 20 7
Monte Sereno 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Morgan Hill 0 0 37 20 5 1 0 0 0 1 5 38 20
Mountain View 0 0 113 73 27 4 0 1 0 6 28 117 73
Palo Alto 0 0 197 97 14 4 0 0 0 5 14 201 97
San Jose 0 0 373 203 40 14 3 0 0 7 40 387 206
Santa Clara 0 0 66 29 8 3 0 0 0 4 8 69 29
Saratoga 0 0 11 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 6
Sunnyvale 0 0 96 59 10 3 1 1 0 4 11 99 60
Unincorporated (1) 0 0 4 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 6 4
TOTAL 0 0 1088 607 124 44 10 3 0 29 127 1132 617

 

 
Enroll 100 new businesses

u Certify 60 (includes re-certifications as well as new certifications) businesses

1 - all inquiries are placed under Unincorportated as many of those inquiring do not state the city their business is in.
2 - this is total enrolled since inception of the program and represents both those businesses that have been certified and those still in process
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COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 

Home Composting Education Program (HCEP) 

ANNUAL REPORT FY 12 

This report summarizes the Home Composting Education Program activities from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 
2012. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

• Personnel 
Bay‐Friendly workshops were discontinued in January 2012 and the number of table displays and events 
were reduced due to reduced work hours for staff. The Office Specialist position was vacant for part of the 
year.   
• Volunteers 
To date, 378 Master Composter (MC) volunteers have been certified to teach home composting.  About 66 
volunteers are currently active contributing through volunteering to teaching 2 hour compost workshops, 
staffing table displays, teaching in the schools and attending monthly educational meetings.  MCs are asked 
to perform at least 50 hours of outreach and education within Santa Clara County within one year of 
graduation.  Total reported volunteer hours to date since program inception are 36,509 hours. The 2012  
Master Composter Volunteer Class was cancelled due to lack of applicants.   

• Workshops and Other Outreach 
HCEP is represented at City composting workshops, worm composting classes, and events such as table 
displays for Earth Day, Spring in Guadalupe Gardens, Pumpkins in the Park, Prusch Park Harvest Fair, 
Master Gardener Spring Garden Market and Earth Day Festivals. The Bay‐Friendly Garden tour was held for 
the second time in Santa Clara County on April 29, 2012.  Master Composter volunteers helped by acting as 
docents at each of the Bay‐Friendly Gardens in San Jose and Palo Alto.   

In FY12 there were participants at our events as follows: 
12  special lectures with attendance 672 
60  school presentations with attendance of 1,423 
19 compost workshops with attendance of 695 
 6  Bay‐Friendly Workshops with attendance of 235 
34 table displays with attendance of 8,280 
1,457 volunteer hours were donated during FY12 
• Rotline 
One of the most important services that the program provides is staffing the compost rotline (408 918‐4640) 
which is used to answer composting questions, troubleshooting with compost bins and worm bins, 
workshop registration, and Master Composter volunteer sign‐ups.  The call volume has been down due to 
increased on‐line workshop registration. 
• Compost Bin Sales  
Earth Machine compost bins, kitchen containers, compost thermometers, worm bins, worms  and wing‐
digger compost turning tools are for sale at the HCEP office at the County Service Center at 1553 Berger 
Drive on Mondays and also at some compost workshops when staffing is available.  Revenue from sales fell 
from $18,165 in FY11 to $13,658 in FY12.  We sold 182 Earth Machines (down from 211 in FY11), 65 Wing 
digger aeration tools, 19 thermometers, 29 kitchen containers and 134 worms bins (down from 255 in FY11). 

The City of Sunnyvale continues to purchase Earth Machines (48) and worm bins (43) and wing diggers (31) 
from the Home Composting Education for sale at their workshops. The City of San Jose offers the Soil Saver 
compost bin and the Wriggly Wranch worm bin at a subsidized price at all San Jose workshops. 
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Home Composting Education Program
Compost Workshop Attendance by City 

January - December 2012

Date  
Course Title
Location           
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February 11, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 1 1 1 1 1 5 15 25
March 3, 2012
Compost Workshop
Cupertino 45 7 2 1 55
March 3, 2012
Compost Workshop
San Jose 40 2 42
March 10, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 1 1 2 4 6 3 12 29
April 11, 2012
Compost Workshop
GRPG , San Jose  1 1 1 19 1 3 26
April 14, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 1 2 2 3 2 4 11 3 8 36
April 28, 2012
Worm Compost 
Workshop
GRPG, San Jose 2 1 1 1 1 23 1 1 6 4 41
April 28, 2012
Compost Workshop
Mtn. View 2 11 6 5 1 3 1 29
April 28, 2012
Compost Workshop
Morgan Hill 1 14 1 4 2 22
May 5, 2012
Compost Workshop
Cupertino 33 1 3 2 39
May 5, 2012
Compost Workshop
Santa Clara 1 11 4 16
May 12, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 1 1 2 2 1 1 8 2 11 29
May 19, 2012
Compost Workshop
Mtn. View 1 2 13 5 3 3 2 29
May 19, 2012
Worms Workshop
San Jose 2 1 34 37
June 6, 2012
Compost Workshop
GRPG , San Jose 1 1 48 50
June 9, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 4 2 1 4 3 2 8 2 12 2 40

Total
5 90 4 3 2 8 11 0 16 36 25 229 4 16 24 48 13 11 5451



Home Composting Education Program
Compost Workshop Attendance by City 

January - December 2012

Date  
Course Title
Location           
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July 11, 2012
Compost Workshop
GRPG , San Jose 40 2 2 44
July 14, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 1 2 1 11 1 2 8 2 2 15 45
August 4, 2012
Compost Workshop
San Jose 1 1 1 1 45 1 50
August 11, 2012
Compost Workshop
Cupertino 33 1 2 3 39
August 11, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 1 1 1 4 1 3 1 5 2 1 11 31
August 22, 2012
Compost Workshop
GRPG , San Jose 2 1 53 1 57
September 8, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 2 4 1 1 5 6 3 14 2 38
September 15, 2012
Compost Workshop
Morgan Hill 8 23 1 1 2 35
September 22, 2012 
Compost Workshop 
(MG) Palo Alto 2 11 1 2 1 17
October 6, 2012,
Compost Workshop
Cupertino 43 2 1 3 16 1 7 73
October 13, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 1 3 3 1 17 25
October 13, 2012
Worms Workshop
Palo Alto 1 1 2 9 2 1 16
October 20, 2012
Compost Workshop
Santa Clara 1 1 2 9 10 1 3 27
November 10, 2012
Compost Workshop
Sunnyvale 0

Total
7 167 15 9 2 19 28 1 40 51 58 418 5 39 41 111 19 12 1042
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