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Backyard Mosquito Source Prevention and Control

¥ When spring and summer come along, rising temperatures invite
people outside to enjoy nature. Unfortunately this is also the time
when mosquitoes are more active and the risk of transmission of
mosquito-borne diseases, like West Nile Virus, increase. Although
our county does not currently have the species of mosquitoes
known to transmit Dengue, Chikungunya, and Zika Virus, these
mosquito species have been detected in neighboring counties.

A That's why we encourage everyone to help control mosquitoes by
implementing simple actions that will prevent mosquito breeding.

May to October is considered the high-season for mosquito
breeding in Santa Clara County. Mosquitoes lay eggs in water and
can reach adulthood in as little as seven days. Many species need
only a cap-full of water to lay eggs, so the simple task of eliminating standing water on your property can do a
lot to prevent mosquitoes. Some common breeding sources include unused planting containers, saucers,
buckets, pots, cans, and rain barrels. Check for pooled areas of standing water, especially after rain events or
after using irrigation systems. Cans, bottles, jars, buckets, toys, old tires, and other waterproof items can
accumulate enough water to facilitate mosquito breeding. Dump and drain these breeding sources.

There are also a number of permanent water sources that are considered potential breeding grounds.
Ornamental ponds, tree holes, boats, and fountains need to be inspected weekly. If you expect that mosquito
larvae are present, call us for a free inspection and for advice on best way to treat these. Additionally, some
smaller items like bird baths or water bowls for pets can be drained and refilled weekly to avoid mosquito
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breeding. Roof gutters can also be a hidden breeding source; check them periodically and remove any
accumulated debris that may block the flow of water. Keep swimming pools and spas clean and circulating. If
you suspect your pool or neighbor’s pool is breeding mosquitos, call us! Our technicians can stock your unused
pool with mosquito fish for free. Mosquitofish will feed on young mosquitoes and eliminate this source as a
breeding ground.

Vector Control is here to stop mosquitoes before they bite. Our technicians are out daily to monitor our public
lands, inspect chronic breeding sources, and treat standing water in street catch basins, subdivision drains,
roadside ditches, flood channels, creeks, ravines, and public rights-of-way. Keeping our county safe from
vector-spread illnesses is of utmost concern to us, and you can help us by reporting potential breeding
sources.

Remember, all the SCCVCD services are FREE for landlords and tenants. If you need help checking for mosquito
breeding sources in your backyard, or if you are being bitten during the day, please contact the SCCVCD to
have a technician schedule a visit.

To report neglected swimming pools or any other source of standing water to the SCCVCD, call 408-918-4770
or submit a service request online at www.sccvector.org.

If you want to report a significant mosquito breeding source or if you want a preliminary ID of an insect, you
can send us a picture using our app, which is downloadable at www.sccvector.org/app.

Visit our Open House on April 20!

What kind of mosquitoes transmit Zika Virus?
Why do raccoons dig up my lawn?

How do | get free mosquitofish for my pond?
Where do bed bugs come from?

We are here to help! Come to our FREE Open House
Event and get all your Vector questions answered!

Vector Control will be hosting their 2" Annual Open
House on April 20t 2016 from 9am to 3pm at 1580
Berger Drive in San Jose. Last year’s event was hugely
successful, with nearly 300 people in attendance. This
year we'll be featuring more booths and unusual
interactive stations to illustrate the importance of
vector control to all ages. We invite you to join us on April 20, bring your family and friends, and come learn
about all the great FREE services your Vector Control District offers!

Some features to look forward to at the 2"¢ Annual Open House:
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e Visit our many educational booths on larval mosquito control, mosquito-borne disease surveillance,
tick studies, insect identification and rodent control and prevention

e Meet our technicians and scientific staff and learn about their jobs in the lab and the field. View their
surveillance equipment, inspect various insect traps, and get your questions answered

e Experience our first ever Insect Zoo, showing off unusual insects from around the world

e Learn about our specialized mosquito control vehicles.

e Be part of our many fun kids activities: guessing games, a floating ping pong ball dipper area, mosquito
larvae and fish activities, coloring tables and more

e Tour the laboratory (tours available at 10am, 11am, 1pm and 2pm. Get there early to reserve your
place.)

e See our mosquitofish tanks and tour our mosquitofish breeding facility (tours available at 10am and
1:30pm.)

e View our model house and learn tips on how to inspect your yard, identify mosquito sources, and
eliminate pests

e See our displays of live mosquito larvae, adults, ticks, bed bugs and more

e Visit with our Wildlife team to learn all about skunks, opossums, snakes, and raccoons

e Collect great giveaways like inspector kits, vector bags, pens, and more

Find out what we do here at Santa Clara County Vector Control to help keep you and your family safer and
how you can make your home healthier. This event is being held during Mosquito and West Nile Virus
Awareness Week in order to help spread the word about staying safe from mosquitoes and other insects of
concern.

Want more information? Contact our team to learn more: vectorinfo@deh.sccgov.org

Emerging Disease Note: Borrelia mayonii

Borrelia mayonii is a newly discovered species of bacteria that is associated with a type of Lyme disease. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Mayo

. Clinic, and health officials from Minnesota, Wisconsin, and

= North Dakota, have all reported human infection with this

ﬂ bacterium. Genetic testing at the Mayo Clinic and CDC

. found, Borrelia mayonii, was closely related to the agent of

Lyme disease Borrelia burgdorferi, but caused unusual

symptoms in people.

Borrelia mayonii is concerning to industry professionals
i
| because itis associated with an increased number of

symptoms, including nausea, vomiting, diffuse rashes (rather than a single “bull’s-eye” rash), and a higher
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concentration of bacteria in the blood. Both species of bacteria are reported to cause fever, headache, rash,
and neck pain in the early stages of infection (days after exposure) and arthritis in later stages of infection
(weeks after exposure). Luckily, patients infected with this new species of bacteria can be successfully cured

using the same antibiotics commonly used in traditional Lyme disease treatments.

Both bacterias are transmitted to humans by the bite of an infected tick. Borrelia mayonii has been identified
in blacklegged ticks collected in at least two counties in northwestern Wisconsin. While this species of bacteria
has not been detected in California, it is good for all of us to be mindful of ticks when in outdoor environments

where ticks are common.

To reduce the risk of tick bites and tick borne diseases, we recommend that people:

Use insect repellent when outdoors;

Use products that contain permethrin on clothing;

Bathe or shower as soon as possible after coming indoors to wash off and more easily find ticks;
Conduct a full-body tick check after spending time outdoors; and

Examine gear and pets, as ticks can come into the home on these and later attach to people.

Remove any attached ticks as soon as possible by grasping the tick with either tweezers or a tissue and

pulling straight out without twisting.

To get additional information or ask a specific question about ticks in Santa Clara County, please contact us at
vectorinfo@deh.sccgov.org.
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Our mailing address is:
SCC Vector Control District
1580 Berger Drive
San Jose, CA 95112
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