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District Mission 

To detect and minimize vector-borne diseases, to abate  
mosquitoes, and to assist the public in resolving problems 
with rodents, wildlife, and insects that can cause disease, 
discomfort, or injury to humans in the County. 

Manager’s Message 

 Detection of the presence/prevalence of vector-borne  
diseases, such as plague, West Nile virus, rabies, and 
Lyme disease, through ongoing surveillance and testing 

 Routine inspections and treatment, as necessary, of 
known mosquito and rodent sources 

 Response to customer initiated service requests for   
identification, advice, and/or control measures for      
mosquitoes, rodents, wildlife, and miscellaneous          
invertebrates (ticks, yellowjackets, cockroaches, bees, 
fleas, flies, etc.) 

 Free educational presentations for schools, homeowner 
associations, private businesses, civic groups, and other 
interested organizations 

 Free informational material on all vectors and               
vector-borne diseases 

Services Provided 

Ticks dwell in habitats such as tall grass, bushes, brush, and 
woods. If you go into such habitats, follow these tick safety 
tips: 
 Tuck your pant legs into your socks and your shirt into your 

pants 
 Wear closed shoes and light-colored clothing with a tight 

weave to easily spot ticks 
 Inspect clothes and exposed skin frequently while outdoors 
 Do not sit on the ground or on logs in bushy areas 
 Use insect repellents  
- 
                            (408) 918-4770 
                              sccvector.org  
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Operations Report 

The District employs seasonal staff to check and treat mosquitoes in flooded street stormwater 
catch basins. These sites hold standing water due to rainfall or urban runoff from domestic water 
usage. During November, our staff inspected 695 basins and treated 180 of them, mainly in hot 
zones where West Nile virus was previously detected from birds. 

The District also employs seasonal staff to check and treat mosquitoes in flooded curbs. These sites 
hold standing water because of obstructions or depressions in the curbs. Mosquito larvae were 
found and treated in 1 of the 4 inspected curbs during November.  
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Operations Report 

The mosquitofish is a topminnow (Gambusia affinis) that is a natural predator of larval and  
pupal stage mosquitoes. District staff deliver free fish for stocking backyard sites like fountains, 
ponds, and rain barrels. A total of 13 mosquitofish service requests were fulfilled during November.  

Stagnant water in neglected swimming pools can produce mosquito breeding and cause a local 
nuisance to neighborhoods. The District inspected 85 pools and treated 4 of them during          
November. 



Professional Development 

West Nile Virus Surveillance 
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Statewide 

Thus far this year, a total of 189 human cases 

were detected in 31 counties, including a single 

case residing in Santa Clara County, but            

acquired in a different part of the state. A total of 

498 positive dead birds and 1,963 positive    

mosquito pools were reported through November. 

163 positive Sentinel chickens were detected in a 

total of 16 counties.   

 

Santa Clara County 

In November, 39 dead birds were reported of 

which 15 were tested, and concluded with two 

positive detections. One of the positive detections 

was in the Willow Glen area and the other was in 

Campbell. To date, a total of 680 dead birds have 

been reported in Santa Clara County.  

Continued Education 

In November, our staff attended the Continued Education Workshop in San Leandro, hosted by the 

Mosquito and Vector Control Association of California. Presentation topics included rabbit fever,  

detection of invasive Aedes mosquitoes, current application and usage of rodenticides, new     prod-

ucts and considerations for urban mosquito control, federal and state laws of mosquito and vector 

control agencies in California, and pesticide use regulation updates.  

 

Invited Speakers 

The District was pleased to recently host Casey Stevenson and Ryan Thorndike, two vector control            

professionals from San Mateo Mosquito and Vector Control District, to discuss methods and       

procedures of providing public rodent inspections. This is part of the District effort to enhance     

professional skills by exchanging ideas and procedures with other vector control agencies.  
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New Jersey Light Traps 

The District utilizes a variety of mosquito 

traps, but one of the oldest types is the 

New Jersey Light Trap (NJLT). This large 

green trap is placed near a power source 

where it runs continuously each night 

and samples are taken weekly. During 

2018, there have been 12 New Jersey 

Light Traps running in cities ranging from 

Gilroy to  Palo Alto. In November, larger 

numbers of Culex pipiens mosquitoes 

were detected in Sunnyvale (Sunken  

Gardens) and Campbell (Westmont FFA) 

that may be attributed to mosquito      

production in underground sites, such as 

culverts and other stormwater pipes that 

tend to hold water. Those detection     

reports are useful to direct mosquito 

control efforts in those problematic sites. 

Trap Type Site Name Species Total 

NJLT 

Gilroy Ag Farm None 0 

Hellyer Park NJLT 

Culex pipiens 1 

Culiseta incidens 1 

Culiseta inornata 2 

Kelley Park NJLT None 0 

Los Altos Nursery None 0 

Oakcreek Pump    
Station 

Culex pipiens 4 

Culex tarsalis 2 

Oka Road NJLT 

Culex pipiens 3 

Culiseta inornata 1 

PAWC None 0 

San Martin Coop Site None 0 

Sunken Gardens 
NJLT Culex pipiens 42 

Vector Control Yard 
NJLT Culiseta inornata 2 

Westmont FFA Culex pipiens 15 

   Total 73 



Public Service Requests 

Insect Identification 

Insect ID Requests 

There were 10 insect service requests 

in November where residents           

requested assistance with species 

identification. The samples were found 

to be springtails, bedbugs, carpet   

beetles, termites, biting mites, moth 

flies, and a small tarantula (about 2 

inches in length) shown in the photo to 

the left. 
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Service Requests  

During November, there were 135 service requests ranging from 

bats, wasps, and yellowjackets.  Rodent issues were the most     

common resident request, followed by opossums, wasps, and        

yellowjackets. 

Issue Total 
Rodents 58 

Opossums 11 

Wasp/Yellow Jackets 11 

Other (see description) 10 

Racoons 8 

Gambusia (Mosquito Fish) 7 

Coyotes 5 

Mosquitoes 4 

Bed Bugs 3 

Bees 3 

Other invertebrates 3 

Squirrels 3 

Skunks 3 

Other vertebrates 2 

Cockroaches 2 

Bats 2 

Grand Total 135 
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During the month of November, our Health       

Educator provided educational presentations to 

the Hughes Elementary Parent-Teacher             

Association, Calaveras High School students, and 

presented in two assemblies at Fairmeadow    

Elementary. In one month, we were able to reach 

and educate over 400 students, teachers, and 

parents. If you are interested in scheduling a 

presentation, please call our Health Educator 

Hung Pham at (408) 918-4794.  

Outreach Programs 

Mosquito Trapping in November 

Mosquito trapping in November included carbon dioxide-baited traps (EVS) set at the San Jose Pollution 

Control Plant and Palo Alto near the San Francisco Bay.  Mosquito species collected were Culex pipiens, 

the House Mosquito, and Culiseta incidens, that is similar to the house mosquito and prefers to lay 

eggs in organically rich waters.  



Vector Control History 

The Vector Control District was formed in 1988 and is one 

of 12 special districts located in the greater San Francisco 

Bay Area charged with providing vector control 

per California health, safety, and government codes. The 

District is one of six in the State where the County Board 

of Supervisors acts as the trustee and oversees  

operations. Funding for District work comes from a      

county-wide property tax assessment. 
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“A VECTOR is any animal that can transmit  
disease to animals or people.”  
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Santa Clara 
County Vector 
Control District 
 
1580 Berger Dr. 
San José, CA 
95112 


